STEAMBOAT SPRINGS EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE

Human Resource Center Board Room

March 10, 2010; 5:30 pm

Minutes
The Steamboat Springs Educational Excellence commission members present included 

Jill Boyd, Mark Wertheimer, Janice Poirot, Jules Palyo and Patrick Delaney.  Also 
present were Shalee Cunningham (SSSD Super.), Dale Mellor (SS Dir. of 

Financing), Mark Andersen (EFB President), Dean Massey (EFB & Tech/Cap), Ann 
Coon (SS Spanish), Sonja Macys (Yampatika), Libby Foster (Partners), Paige 
Boucher (EFB Dir.) and Dennis Alt (S. Routt HS Prin.).  Others present supporting 
Yampatika included Julie Dalke and Lane Malone.  Parents present included Ann 
Henderson, Mary Darcy, Susie Amsden, Nancy Mucklow, Tatiana Achcar and Betty 
Van Dahl.  Denise Brazier, Ski Town Executive Service, recorded the meeting and 
prepared the minutes.

1. Call to Order:
Temporary chairperson Jill Boyd called the meeting to order at 5:32 pm.  

Mark Andersen stated EFB is a 501(3)C organization on a contract agreement with 
the City of Steamboat Springs and whose function is to disburse the ½ sales tax.  
The agreement states the funds are to be used for educational purposes.  Funds

are granted typically to enhance existing programs and are rarely the sole funding 
source of those programs.  Decisions made such as eliminating personnel are those 
of the district and EFB funds are not necessarily the determining factor in those 
decisions.  The benefits of two of the community groups requesting funds are split among the three districts.
2. Public Comment:
Julie Dalke  said Yampatika is integrated with the district and should not be 

considered an extra.  The curriculum makes a positive difference in student achievement.  

Lane Malone said Yampatika’s “pilot” program is a misnomer as there is history.  The 

integration piece is integral.  Academic, social and emotional outcomes are measurable and compelling.  

Ann Henderson said a Spanish Club has been started with 50 participants the 1st 

 week and 70 the 2nd week which speaks to the community interest for foreign language.

Sue Amsden thought the tax was for technology and small class size, questions the 

 $ 50,000 for professional development and is concerned about a request for ELL of  

$ 164,000 for 150 ELL students versus a request of only $ 99,000 for Spanish for over 500 students.  Spanish students are inundated with English from the beginning and believe the money would be better spent dispersed to other programs.
Mark said EFB feels a cut in small class size would have minimal impact as the 
student to teacher ratio would not change significantly.  
Shalee added that staff development is one of the most important things the 
district does and EFB pays for it.  Some programs are mandated that don’t receive funding.  ELL is mandated but not at the level that it is implemented.  Gifted/Talented will not suffer as a result of a decrease in funding as it’s about the program, not the quantity of teachers.  ELL will take a hit in funding next year.  
Mark added the district has had 20 public forums to listen to the desires of the 

community. 

Nancy Mucklow hopes EFB can help maintain a healthy core of education and to take 

a 2nd look at summer programs.

Sonja clarified the Yampatika request is not for a pilot program as Yampatika has 
been working in the community for 18 yrs. The request is to pilot test a new criteria that has a measurable relationship between CSAP standards and environmental education.    Also, the community needs a strategic advantage to receive Federal funding when available.
Ann Coon said Spanish for K-12 has been a standing request from the community.

Betty VanDahl said teachers taken out of the classroom negatively effects the

quality of teaching and is not the same as when the teachers are in the classroom.  
Dennis Alt, principal at S. Routt High School said the calendar for next year 

includes 3 staff development days and the $ 10,000 proposal for Curriculum Mapping would give teachers the opportunity to work 5 days during the summer.   
A request was made to update the EFB website.  Mark said community outreach is high on the list of EFB’s priorities.
Mark Andersen announced that Paul Sachs has resigned as Ed Ex Chairman and Jill Boyd has been named as temporary chairperson for the commission.
3. EFB Update:
Mark W. reported a large part of the EFB meeting included public comment, discussion regarding the EFB process and the requests.   Jill added the EFB asked that Ed Ex discuss professional development for both Steamboat and S. Routt and to reconsider the request from 5th Quarter.  Brian Kelly commented at the EFB meeting the school district would support community programs but district requests will be the priority.  
4. Adoption of the Minutes of Feb. 2, 2010:
	
	
	


Jules made a motion and Mark W. seconded, to adopt the minutes of Feb. 2, 2010 as presented.

Vote:
___5 Yes___

___0 No___

The motion passed unanimously.

5. Budget Requests – 2nd Readings:

EFB approved an amount of $ 1,254,000 to be allocated to Ed Ex.  Comments from the commission members included:

Jules asked the curriculum mapping for S. Routt is revisited.  S. Routt is 

considering reducing hours available next year for staff development and Jules

emphasized the importance of staff development and an aligned curriculum.  

Jules also asked the commission to consider increasing the amount for small class size to   $ 700,000.  Shalee said the reduction to small class size would not make a significant difference for next year.  

Mark W. believes funding for 5th Quarter can be obtained from local businesses.

Jill said EFB public comment indicated the counselors did not want to see counselors 

cut to keep Partners.  Patrick said Partners was not cut because the program affects all 3 districts.  

Patrick made a motion to cut $ 5,000 from ELL and add the $ 5,000 to S. Routt Curriculum Mapping and approve the rest of the requests as presented to total $ 1,254,000.  Patrick withdrew the motion as Mark said each request has to go through an individual vote.

Patrick made a motion and Mark W. seconded, to present as 2nd reading an amount not to 

exceed $ 19,661 for Hayden’s Intervention Support Specialist.  Jill made a friendly 

amended, accepted by Patrick and Mark W.,  to change the amount to $ 19,220.   

Vote:
___5 Yes___
___0 No___

The motion passed unanimously as amended.

Paige said the request for 5th Quarter is the only request made by students 

and believes it would be nice to grant them a token amount.  Mark added the educational 

benefit should be considered.

Patrick made a motion and Mark W. seconded, to present as 2nd reading an amount not to 

exceed $ 20,130 for South Routt’s Every Child A Writer/Every Child a Reader.

Vote:
___5 Yes___

___0 No___

The motion passed unanimously.

Patrick made a motion and Jules seconded, to present as 2nd reading an amount not to 

exceed $ 624,000 for Steamboat Spring’s Small Class Size.

Vote:
___5 Yes___

___0 No___

The motion passed unanimously.

Patrick made a motion to present as 2nd reading an amount not to exceed $ 154,700 for 

Steamboat Spring’s English Language Learners (ELL).  As there was no second, the motion 

failed.

Jill made a motion and Patrick seconded, to present as 2nd reading an amount not to exceed 

$ 28,000 for Yampa Valley Science School.  (Mark W. stepped down from the vote).

Vote:
___4 Yes___

___0 No___

The motion passed.

Patrick made a motion and Janice seconded, to present as 2nd reading an amount not to 

exceed $ 50,000 for the Partners Mentoring Program.  (Mark W. stepped down from the 

vote).

Vote:
___4 Yes___

___0 No___

The motion passed.

Patrick made a motion and Janice seconded, to present as 2nd reading an amount not to 

exceed $ 4,950 for Yampatika.  .

Vote:
___5 Yes___

___0 No___

The motion passed unanimously.

Jules said the request for S. Routt’s Curriculum Mapping has been hit 50% more than the other requests programs and suggested transferring $ 7500 from SS’s ELL to SR’s Curr. Mapping.  

Shalee said ELL could maintain at $ 164,700 and still operate a good program.  An amount of $ 131,000 is the minimum to maintain 2 teachers and materials for Gifted/Talented.  An amount of $ 5,000 can be taken from SS’s professional development and given to S. Routt for curriculum mapping as all teachers need to up to speed on the curriculum.

Patrick made a motion and Janice seconded, to present an amount not to exceed $ 131,500 

for Steamboat Spring’s Gifted and Talented program.

Vote:
___5 Yes___

___0 No___

The motion passed unanimously.

Patrick made a motion and Janice seconded, to present an amount not to exceed $ 67,500 

for Steamboat Spring’s School Counselors.

Vote:
___5 Yes___

___0 No___

The motion passed unanimously.

Jules made a motion and Janice seconded, to present for 2nd reading an amount not to 

exceed $ 9.000 for South Routt’s Curriculum Mapping.

Vote:

___5 Yes___

___0 No___

The motion passed unanimously.

Patrick made a motion and Mark W. seconded, to present for 2nd reading an amount not to

 exceed $ 40,000 for Steamboat Spring’s Professional Development.

Vote:

___5 Yes___

___0 No___

The motion passed unanimously.

Patrick made a motion and Jules seconded, to present for 2nd reading an amount not to 

exceed $ 159,700 for Steamboat Spring’s English Language Learners (ELL).

Vote:

___5 Yes___

___0 No___

The motion passed unanimously.

Patrick made a motion and Jill seconded, to present for 2nd reading an amount not to 

exceed $ 100,000 for Steamboat Spring’s Spanish Program.

Vote:

___5 Yes___

___0 No___

The motion passed unanimously.

6. Other Business:

Mark Andersen said now is the time for Ed. Ex to recruit new members as there are 3 vacancies on the Ed. Ex. Commission.

7. Meeting Calendar – Next Meeting

The next EFB meeting is April 7th to hear 2nd readings.  The next Educational Excellence meeting will be April 14th.

8. Adjourn

The Educational Excellence commission meeting adjourned at 7:18 pm.

Exhibits:

· Agenda
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